
24TH ANNUAL STOP F.E.A.R.
CRIMINAL JUSTICE CONFERENCE

READ MORE >>>

Thursday, October 21, 2021

9:00 AM – 12:30 PM

Rockland County Fire Training Center
35 Firemens Memorial Drive, Pomona, NY

Light breakfast will be provided

https://centerforsafetyandchange.org/stopfear

What can we learn from the NYS domestic violence 
fatality reviews to help victims from being murdered?

This conference will focus on the implications for criminal justice professionals (law 

enforcement, prosecutors, judges, probation departments) through the findings of NYS 

Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team. The presentation will include the enabling 

statute, membership, team operations and goals. Presenters will cover what has been 

learned as a result of the work of the team, including common red flags identified, what 

systems victims and offenders interacted with prior to the fatality, trends within the 

cases reviewed, and system strengths and challenges uncovered. Presenters will discuss 

the specific implications of the team’s learning for criminal justice professionals.

Audience: Law Enforcement, Judges, Prosecutors, Probation Departments, CPS, 

Attorneys, Public Defenders, and Victim Advocates.

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. TO REGISTER, PLEASE VISIT

For more information: (845) 634-3391 or info@centersc.org

NYS Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team:
Implications for Criminal Justice Professionals

PLEASE INDICATE IF YOU WILL BE ATTENDING VIRTUALLY OR IN PERSON.



24TH ANNUAL STOP F.E.A.R.
CRIMINAL JUSTICE CONFERENCE

This free program is made possible through the generous support of Center for Safety & Change, Inc., Rockland County District 
Attorney’s O�ce, Rockland County Bar Association, SUNY Rockland Community College and Sons of Italy Rockland Lodge #2176. 

Mary M. Walsh is the Coordinator of the NYS Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team, which is 

administered by the NYS O�ce for the Prevention of Domestic Violence (OPDV). Employed at OPDV for 

over 22 years, Mary has worked on various agency initiatives, including multiple federal grant programs, 

the NYS Domestic Violence Dashboard and the OPDV Bulletin, and working with communities across New 

York State to further their coordinated community response (CCR) efforts. Prior to joining OPDV, she was 

the coordinator for a Universal Response to Domestic Violence in Dutchess County, where she facilitated 

the local CCR efforts. Mary holds a Bachelor of Science in Social Work from Marist College and a Master 

of Social Work degree from Fordham University.

The 2021 Stop FEAR Coalition Criminal Justice Award of Recognition recipient is Detective 

Margaret Braddock from the Town of Ramapo Police Department for her excellent work 

involving domestic violence and sexual abuse cases, presented by Chief Martin J. Reilly.

Our Presenters

Award Presentation

MARY M. WALSH

Bob Passonno is the Coordinator of the Criminal Justice Training Programs for the New York State O�ce 
for the Prevention of Domestic Violence (OPDV). He is responsible for the development and delivery of 

classroom and online domestic violence and stalking training programs for New York State and local law 

enforcement professionals. Bob provides written training curricula, publications, and technical assistance 

on the various issues related to the law enforcement response to domestic incidents. He works together 

with criminal justice professionals and victim service providers to establish domestic violence policies and 

protocols. Prior to joining OPDV in August 1996, Bob served as a patrol officer and sergeant in the City of 

Watervliet (NY) Police Department, retiring in July 1996 after more than twenty years of service. Bob 

earned his B.S. Degree from Siena College and holds Master’s Degrees in both Public Administration and 

Criminal Justice from the Nelson A. Rockefeller College of the State University of New York at Albany. 

BOB PASSONNO

Ellen C. Schell is General Counsel for the NYS O�ce for the Prevention of Domestic Violence.  Previously, 

she was Counsel to The Legal Project, in Albany, New York, and provided national training and technical 

assistance to civilian attorneys and advocates working with military-related survivors of intimate partner 

violence. From 2006 – 2009, Ellen was an Assistant District Attorney in Essex County, New York, where 

she had primary responsibility for prosecution of domestic violence, stalking, and sexual assault cases. 

Ellen was also Legal Director at The Legal Project from 2001 until 2006, providing civil legal services to 

survivors of sexual assault and domestic violence, and supervising other legal services provided by the 

organization. Ellen graduated from Albany Law School magna cum laude in 1993. Prior to law school, she 

worked in organizations providing direct assistance to survivors of sexual assault and domestic violence.

ELLEN C. SCHELL

24-Hour Hotline: (845) 634-3344
24- Hour Mobile Text: (845) 286-4997

24-Hour Web Chat: centerforsafetyandchange.org
Tel: (845) 634-3391 | Fax: (845) 634-3396


